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Trumpets of Triumph
Revelation 8–9

Topic:	Judgment
Subject:	Why will there be more calamities in the world?
Complement:	The prayers of believers will lead to trumpet judgments.
Purpose:	The listeners will let God be God in the earth and in their personal lives.
Meditation:	Jesus as Judge
Reading:	Rom. 2:1-11
Song:	Still
IntroductionDisasters

Interest: We live in perilous times with many so-called “natural” disasters.Agriculture

[Drought in] California—the richest agricultural land on the planet…Lifeguard
Map of Drought

…is in the worst drought in 500 years - Professor Lynn Ingram of U.C. Berkley. Average rainfall in California has been less than 4 inches unlike the normal 15” expected.  This is the second year of such drought that has resulted in low levels or empty reservoirs in the state.  The governor and President Obama have declared a state of emergency.  Why?Diving
Reservoir
Brown
Stats

80% of the world’s almonds are grown there 
86% of lemons
1/4 of all oranges
90% of avocados
88% of strawberries
84% of peaches
97% of plums
99% of artichokes
2/3 of carrots
1/2 of bell peppers
94% of broccoli  
A farmer and beekeeper in the central valley said there is only 12% of the normal ice pack on the Sierra Nevada Mountains that normally provides run-off that irrigates the valley.  Farmers have been told they will only get 5% of the normal amount of water for their crops.  Ice Pack

Homeowners have been told they will have only 20% of normal amount of water available that will lead to heavy rationing in the state.
Storms and FloodsStorms & Floods

UK: On Feb. 14 there were 24 separate severe storm warnings.  140,000 homes were without power, 150 km winds and storm surges of 50-foot waves which battered and destroyed rail lines, homes and businesses along the coastline.  The Thames River has been moving 4 x faster than its normal rate and overflowed its banks in numerous locations in Southern England and Wales (BBC)UK Snow
UK Street
UK Map

U.S. Massive Ice Storms and Snowstorms:  High winds, snow and ice have come in continuous waves throughout the Midwest, south and northeastern parts of the U.S.  450,000 homes have been without power for several days, 6,500 flights were cancelled at the height of the storm.  The National Weather service said, “It is an event of historical proportions.”  The storm moved into Canada, dumping more than 2 feet of snow.  200 km of Trans-Canada highway were closed due to the huge amount of snow and ice.  Over 25 people have died in the storms.  (BBC)CO
 Fires
USA Storms
USA 
Snow
USA Storms

Colorado Fires and Floods in 2013:  The most devastating forest fires and floods in recorded history occurred in Colorado in 2013.  CO 
Floods

GeologyGeology

Volcanoes:   The year 2013 will go down in history as the year with the most volcanic eruptions since record keeping began. Geologists recorded 83 volcanoes by mid December last year, having steadily risen from only 55 in 1990.  Scientists also determined the temperature near the Earth’s core to be as much as 1,000 degrees hotter than in previous experiments run only 20 years ago (Physics.org April 25, 2013).Core
Lavaboard
Volcanoes

Earthquakes:   Earthquake

Some of these have caused huge tsunamis!Tsunami

DATES	PERIOD	NO. EARTHQUAKES (≥7.0)
1863-1900	38 yrs 	12
1901-1938	38 yrs	53
1939-1976	38 yrs	71
1977-2014	38 yrs	164 (to Mar. 2011) predict >190 total.  Chart

The USGS says the increase can be due to greater number of recording stations, but you don’t need a seismograph to tell you about a 7.0 Richter scale earthquake! Over 20,000 earthquakes of varying magnitudes have been recorded each year (about 50 a day) says the US Geological Survey-National Earthquake Information Center.  Records show a steady increase since 1980.  
Wildlife is fast becoming extinct.Wildlife

Bees:  There has been a dramatic disappearance of bees throughout Europe and North America since 2006.  As much as a 30-40% loss of total bee population has been recorded.  The cost to farmers has gone up 20% as they have to “rent” bees to pollinate their crops. (Colony Collapse Disorder - Wikipedia and “Decline of Honeybees” - UK Independent)Bees

Animals:  The Journal of the New York Academy of Sciences published an article on the rapid decline of animal populations all over the world.  The amphibian rate of extinction seems to be the worst off at 200 times more than the average.  Yet there have been many reports of mysterious mass deaths of fish, birds and animals largely blamed on the increased use of pesticides and genetically modified organisms.  Amphibians

Agricultural famine and 20% hikes in food prices are expected in next five years (UK Daily Mail)Dead fish
“Why us?”
Agricultural Famine

Need: How do you explain such phenomena?  Is God angry?  Why would he be happy with us here on earth?  We are destroying his creation, publicly blaspheming his Son Jesus, and redefining his sacred institution of marriage.Is God angry?
Why calamities?

Subject: Why are there so many calamities in the world?  I think you will find the answer in today’s text quite surprising.  I did!
Background: There is a 7-year period coming for God to judge the world.Tribulation
(5 slides)
Purposes
(6 slides)

The Bible gives at least four purposes of the coming seven-year Tribulation.
Revelation 5–7 shows us that this period will show Christ’s authority to judge the world.Why calamities?
Rev 5–7
(6 slides)

Preview: Today we will see the “why” and the “what” of some future Tribulation judgments.• What calamities?

Text: Revelation 8:1-5 give us the “why”…• Rev 8:1-5


(The reason earth will experience further calamities is because...)
I.	God will answer his people’s prayers for vindication (8:1-5).MP

[Believers will be proven right when God hears our requests.]7th Seal

The seventh seal prepares heaven to judge earth (8:1-2).1-2

It produces 30 minutes of silence in heaven (8:1).
Seven angels will prepare to judge humanity with their trumpets (8:2).
The prayers of Christians will lead to more judgments (8:3-5).5
3-4

Martyrs of the fifth seal pray for God’s vindication (cf. 6:9-11).Martyrs
(6:9-11)
Fire

God, the righteous judge, must judge sin.

(The “why” of some future Tribulation judgments will be to answer the prayers of believers.  But how will God answer our prayers?  “What” will some of these judgments be?)MPI

II.	Seven trumpet blasts will judge unbelievers (8:6–9:21).MPII

[Angels will blow seven trumpets to cause seven calamities on earth.]Content

[These will be consecutive and unrepeatable judgments.]
The first trumpet burns up a third of the earth's vegetation by hail and fire (8:6-7).Trump 1

The second trumpet destroys a third of the sea creatures and ships by a huge fiery object that turns a third of the saltwater seas into blood (8:8-9).Trumps 2-4

A fiery mountain will fall into the sea (8a)!Trump 2

Huge tsunamis will result!Tsunami

A third of seawater will turn to blood!Bloody

The third trumpet kills many people by polluting a third of the fresh water from the falling of Wormwood, a blazing star (8:10-11).Trump 3

The fourth trumpet causes partial darkness from the striking of a third of the sun, moon, and stars (8:12).Trump 4
Eagle Woes 

An eagle warns of the seriousness of the last three trumpet blasts by calling them woes as they affect man directly in contrast to the first four trumpets that destroy man's resources (8:13).
The fifth trumpet (woe #1) releases terrible, supernatural locust-like creatures to torment only non-Christians for five months (9:1-12).  This “star” is clearly Satan!Trump 5
(10 slides)

The sixth trumpet (woe #2) releases terrible, supernatural horse-and-rider creatures from the Euphrates that empower 200 million soldiers to slay one third of Earth, yet the people still living cling to idols rather than repent (9:13-21).Trump 6
(6 slides)

Why & What 

(So why will there be even more calamities in the world?)
Conclusion
The prayers of believers will lead to trumpet judgments (MI).MI

The key movements of this passage are two:MPI

God will answer his people’s prayers for vindication (8:1-5).
Seven trumpet blasts will judge unbelievers (8:6–9:21).MPII

Applications:
Will you let God be God in the earth as a whole—to answer your prayers?What to do?

Will you let God be God in your personal life—to let things get difficult to get your attention?
PrayerBlack


Preliminary Questions

Verses	Questions

Context:	What did the author record just prior to this passage?
We saw last week that Revelation 6–7 is summed up as “Christ balances his judgment with his grace.”
This means that, while the seal judgments of Revelation 6 will be terrible, they will also motivate millions to repent and receive Christ’s grace in salvation noted in Revelation 7.
Purpose:	Why is this passage in the Bible?
However, a terrible first cycle of judgment will still not result in everyone trusting Christ.  Some need more “motivation” than this!
The earth will also not be ready to be remade yet, so more judgments must follow!
Background:	What historical context helps us understand this passage?
We have various judgments throughout history—yet none this severe!
Also, the Roman Empire has only 51 million people, but the sixth trumpet will unleash an army four times that size!
Questions
What the relationship between the seal and trumpet judgments?
These follow consecutively, contrary to what many commentators claim.  They are different judgments—not a repetition of earlier events.
However, the seventh seal likely introduces the trumpet judgments since there is no real calamity associated with the seventh seal.
How do trumpets 1-6 (Rev. 8–9) relate to the second parenthesis (Rev. 10–11)?
We saw that chapters 6–7 that show judgment (Rev. 6) tempered by grace (Rev. 7).
In like manner, the judgments of Revelation 8–9 are tempered by the protection Christ provides for those who know him in Revelation 10–11.
Are the locusts of trumpet 5 real locusts or an explanation of some modern phenomenon that John would not have the background to explain?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

The reason God sends calamities to the earth is to provide “birth pangs” of his commitment to bring the world new life later.

Possible Illustrations
Text
Signs of the Times:


CLIMATE:

Drought in California:  Worst drought in 500 years - Professor Lynn Ingram of U.C. Berkley. Average rainfall in California has been less than 4 inches unlike the normal 15” expected.  This is the second year of such drought that has resulted in low levels or empty reservoirs in the state.  The governor and President Obama have declared a state of emergency since 80% of the world’s almonds are grown there along with 
86% of lemons
1/4 of all oranges
90% of avocados
88% of strawberries
84% of peaches
97% of plums
99% of artichokes
2/3   of carrots
1/2   of world’s bell peppers
94% of broccoli  

A farmer and beekeeper in the central valley said there is only 12% of the normal ice pack on the Sierra Nevada Mountains which normally provides run-off that irrigates the valley.  Farmers have been told they will only get 5% of the normal amount of water for their crops.  

Homeowners have been told they will have only 20% of normal amount of water available that will lead to heavy rationing in the state.

UK Storms and Floods:  On Feb. 14th there were 24 separate severe storm warnings.  140,000 homes were without power, 150 km winds and storm surges of 50-foot waves which battered and destroyed rail lines, homes and businesses along the coastline.  The Thames River has been moving 4 x faster than its normal rate and overflowed its banks in numerous locations in Southern England and Wales.  (BBC)

U.S. Massive Ice Storms and Snowstorms:  High winds, snow and ice have come in continuous waves throughout the Midwest, south and northeastern parts of the U.S.  450,000 homes have been without power for several days, 6,500 flights were cancelled at the height of the storm.  The National Weather service said, “It is an event of historical proportions.”  The storm moved into Canada, dumping more than 2 feet of snow.  200 km of Trans-Canada highway were closed due to the huge amount of snow and ice.  Over 25 people have died in the storms.  (BBC)

Colorado Fires and Floods in 2013:  The most devastating forest fires and floods in recorded history occurred in Colorado in 2013.  

GEOLOGY: 
Volcanoes:   The year 2013 will go down in history as the year with the most volcanic eruptions since record keeping began. Geologists recorded 83 volcanoes by mid December last year, having steadily risen from only 55 in 1990.  Scientists also determined the temperature near the Earth’s core to be as much as 1,000 degrees hotter than in previous experiments run only 20 years ago (Physics.org April 25, 2013).
Earthquakes:   
DATES FROM & TO      PERIOD            NO. EARTHQUAKES (Mag. > 6.99) 
  ---------------------------         -----------             ------------------------------
 1863 to 1900 incl            38 yrs                   12
 1901 to 1938 incl            38 yrs                   53                                                                   
 1939 to 1976 incl            38 yrs                   71                                                                   
 1977 to 2014 incl *          38 yrs                 164 (to Mar. 2011) predict >190 in total.  

The USGS says the increase can be due to greater number of recording stations, but you don’t need a seismograph to tell you about a 7.0 Richter scale earthquake! Over 20,000 earthquakes of varying magnitudes have been recorded each year (about 50 a day) says the US Geological Survey-National Earthquake Information Center.  Records show a steady increase since 1980.  

WILDLIFE:  

Bees:  There has been a dramatic disappearance of bees throughout Europe and North America since 2006.  As much as a 30-40% loss of total bee population has been recorded.  The cost to farmers has gone up 20% as they have to “rent” bees to pollinate their crops. (Colony Collapse Disorder - Wikipedia and “Decline of Honeybees” - UK Independent)

Animals:  The Journal of the New York Academy of Sciences published an article on the rapid decline of animal populations all over the world.  The amphibian rate of extinction seems to be the worst off at 200 times more than the average.  Yet there have been many reports of mysterious mass deaths of fish, birds and animals largely blamed on the increased use of pesticides and genetically modified organisms.  

Agricultural famine and 20% hikes in food prices are expected in next five years.  (UK Daily Mail)

WORLD ORGANIZATIONS:
United Nations
World Health Organization
International Monetary Fund
The World Bank
World Trade Organization
International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol)


Background: The NT says that Christ can come at any moment.  This means no signs must precede it.  However, if the judgments of Revelation are to take place, the world stage must be set in advance.


Possible Applications
Text

(8:1-5) The seventh seal has no judgment connected with it as it introduces the trumpet judgments in response to the prayer for vindication by the Tribulation martyrs (6:10).

[image: Description: rev 8 trumpetsapocalipsis_trompeta_5_grafico1.jpg]
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Theories of Literary Structures of Revelation 
H. Wayne House, Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament, 18

[image: Theories of Literary Structures]

(8:6–19:10) The second half of the Tribulation (the Great Tribulation) is recorded in trumpet and bowl judgments with supplementary information to demonstrate Christ's sovereignty over the entire earth, its religions, and its political powers.
(8:6–11:19) Angels sound seven trumpets of judgment to reveal Christ's sovereign authority to judge the world and protect those who trust Him.
(8:6-7) The first trumpet burns up one third of the earth's vegetation by hail and fire.



8:8-9) The second trumpet destroys one third of the sea creatures and ships by a huge fiery object which turns one third of the saltwater seas into blood.


(8:10-11) The third trumpet kills many people through the pollution of one third of the fresh water caused by the falling of Wormwood, a blazing star.


(8:12) The fourth trumpet causes partial darkness from the striking of a third of the sun, moon, and stars.


(8:13) An eagle warns of the seriousness of the last three trumpet blasts by calling them woes as they affect man directly (in contrast to the first four trumpets that destroy man's resources).


(9:1-12) The fifth trumpet (woe #1) releases terrible, supernatural locust-like creatures to torment only non-Christians for five months.

[image: Description: Rev 8 Locust from hell.jpg]



(9:13-21) The sixth trumpet (woe #2) releases terrible, supernatural horse-and-rider creatures from the Euphrates that empower 200 million soldiers to slay one third of Earth, yet the people still living cling to idols rather than repent.


Trumpets of Triumph
Revelation 8–9

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The purpose Christ will send trumpet calamities to the earth is to answer the prayers for vindication by God’s people.
I.	(8:1-5) The reason the seventh seal has no judgment connected with it is because it introduces the trumpet judgments in response to the prayers for vindication by God’s people.
(8:1-2) The breaking of the seventh seal produces 30 minutes of silence in heaven and seven angels to judge humanity by blowing their trumpets.
(8:3-5) An angel with a gold incense burner symbolizing the prayers of Christians prepares the earth for more judgments.
II.	(8:6–9:21) Angels sound seven trumpets of judgment to reveal Christ's sovereign authority to judge the world.
The first trumpet burns up one third of the earth's vegetation by hail and fire (8:6-7).
The second trumpet destroys one third of the sea creatures and ships by a huge fiery object that turns one third of the saltwater seas into blood (8:8-9).
The third trumpet kills many people through the pollution of one third of the fresh water caused by the falling of Wormwood, a blazing star (8:10-11).
The fourth trumpet causes partial darkness from the striking of a third of the sun, moon, and stars (8:12).
An eagle warns of the seriousness of the last three trumpet blasts by calling them woes as they affect man directly in contrast to the first four trumpets that destroy man's resources (8:13).
The fifth trumpet (woe #1) releases terrible, supernatural locust-like creatures to torment only non-Christians for five months (9:1-12).
The sixth trumpet (woe #2) releases terrible, supernatural horse-and-rider creatures from the Euphrates that empower 200 million soldiers to slay one third of Earth, yet the people still living cling to idols rather than repent (9:13-21).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will let God be God in the earth and in their personal lives.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)
Introduction
Interest: We live in perilous times with many so-called “natural” disasters.
Need: How do you explain such phenomena?
Subject: Why are there so many calamities in the world?
Background: 
The Bible gives at least four purposes of the coming seven-year Tribulation.
Revelation 5–7 shows us that this period will show Christ’s authority to judge the world.
Preview: Today we will see the “why” and the “what” of some future Tribulation judgments.
Text: Revelation 8:1-5 give us the “why”…

(The reason earth will experience further calamities is because…)
I.	God will answer his people’s prayers for vindication (8:1-5).
The seventh seal prepares heaven to judge earth (8:1-2).
It produces 30 minutes of silence in heaven (8:1).
Seven angels will prepare to judge humanity with their trumpets (8:2).
The prayers of Christians will lead to more judgments (8:3-5).
Martyrs of the fifth seal pray for God’s vindication (cf. 6:9-11).
God, the righteous judge, must judge sin.

(The “why” of some future Tribulation judgments will be to answer the prayers of believers.  But how will God answer our prayers?  “What” will some of these judgments be?)
II.	Seven trumpet blasts will judge unbelievers (8:6–9:21).
The first trumpet burns up a third of the earth's vegetation by hail and fire (8:6-7).
The second trumpet destroys a third of the sea creatures and ships by a huge fiery object that turns a third of the saltwater seas into blood (8:8-9).
The third trumpet kills many people by polluting a third of the fresh water from the falling of Wormwood, a blazing star (8:10-11).
The fourth trumpet causes partial darkness from the striking of a third of the sun, moon, and stars (8:12).
An eagle warns of the seriousness of the last three trumpet blasts by calling them woes as they affect man directly in contrast to the first four trumpets that destroy man's resources (8:13).
The fifth trumpet (woe #1) releases terrible, supernatural locust-like creatures to torment only non-Christians for five months (9:1-12).
The sixth trumpet (woe #2) releases terrible, supernatural horse-and-rider creatures from the Euphrates that empower 200 million soldiers to slay one third of Earth, yet the people still living cling to idols rather than repent (9:13-21).

(So why will there be even more calamities in the world?)
Conclusion
The prayers of believers will lead to trumpet judgments (MI).
The key movements of this passage are two:
Applications:
Will you let God be God in the earth as a whole—to answer your prayers?
Will you let God be God in your personal life—to let things get difficult to get your attention?
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Trumpets of Triumph
Revelation 8–9
Introduction
We live in perilous times with many so-called “natural” disasters.









How do you explain such phenomena?
Background: 
The Bible gives at least four purposes of the coming seven-year Tribulation.




Revelation 5–7 shows us that this period will show Christ’s authority to judge the world.

(The reason earth will experience further calamities is because…)
I.	God will answer his people’s prayers for _____________________________ (8:1-5).
The seventh seal prepares heaven to judge earth (8:1-2).
It produces 30 minutes of silence in heaven (8:1).
Seven angels will prepare to judge humanity with their trumpets (8:2).
The prayers of Christians will lead to more judgments (8:3-5).
Martyrs of the fifth seal pray for God’s vindication (cf. 6:9-11).
God, the righteous judge, must judge sin.


II.	Seven trumpet blasts will judge unbelievers (8:6–9:21).
The first trumpet burns up a third of the earth's vegetation by hail and fire (8:6-7).

The second trumpet destroys a third of the sea creatures and ships by a huge fiery object that turns a third of the saltwater seas into blood (8:8-9).

The third trumpet kills many people by polluting a third of the fresh water from the falling of Wormwood, a blazing star (8:10-11).

The fourth trumpet causes partial darkness from the striking of a third of the sun, moon, and stars (8:12).

An eagle warns of the seriousness of the last three trumpet blasts by calling them woes as they affect man directly in contrast to the first four trumpets that destroy man's resources (8:13).

The fifth trumpet (woe #1) releases terrible, supernatural locust-like creatures to torment only non-Christians for five months (9:1-12).

The sixth trumpet (woe #2) releases terrible, supernatural horse-and-rider creatures from the Euphrates that empower 200 million soldiers to slay one third of Earth, yet the people still living cling to idols rather than repent (9:13-21).

Conclusion
The _____________ of believers will lead to trumpet _______________ (Main Idea).
Will you let God be God in the earth as a whole—to answer your prayers?
Will you let God be God in your personal life—to let things get difficult to get your attention?

Thought Questions:

Read Revelation 8–9 aloud.  Note how each trumpet judgment reveals Christ to us:

	Judgment
	What we learn about Jesus

	1/3 of the earth burned up
	Christ owns the earth and can judge it when he wishes (Isa. 40:7-8); he has the right to take away land even though this is what we trust (cf. Heb. 1:10-12)

	1/3 of the sea turned to blood, 1/3 sea creatures killed, 1/3 ships destroyed
	Christ is Lord over the sea and the trade it provides

	1/3 fresh water becomes blood
	Christ provides our basic need: water.  He gives living water so his removal of water indicates his judgment, in contrast to turning bitter water to sweet at Marah (Ex. 15:23-25)

	1/3 of the sun, moon, and stars darkened
	Christ is Lord over the sky too.

	Satan torments his own followers for 5 months 
	Christ does not torment his own but instead protects them and ultimately controls their day of death

	Army of 200 million will kill 1/3 of the earth
	Jesus allows Satan to raise a terrible army to kill millions; he has the “long view” of demons chained long in advance; he still gives opportunity to repent as the ultimate example of patience









Text
Text

Which trait of Christ above do you need to better live out in your own life?  How?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Christ’s timing takes the long view
Text
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